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September MeetingSeptember Meeting  
Monday 23rdMonday 23rd  
Balmoral Bowls Club, 
Jean Howie Drive, 
Morningside 
at 7.45 pm  

 
We will be having a Pipers’ Night, so 
please all come along with your 
pipes and your tunes. 
 

From the Editor : 
As you will see from the details inside, the Annual Meeting 
ahs come and gone with some suggestions to be taken up by 
the committee.  If you are due to pay subscriptions, there is an 
invoice enclosed with this newsletter 

This newsletter includes results from both the Argyllshire 
Gathering and the Northern Meeting in Inverness, the climax 
of the solo contest season in Scotland.  It also has the Cowal 
Gathering results and the Champion of Champion Band re-
sults. 

As you will also see, we are going to conduct a St Andrew’s 
Day Ceilidh at the Balmoral Bowls Club on Saturday 30 No-
vember.  This is at the conclusion of a day at the club with a 
Scottish theme (so we hope lots of the bowlers will come) and 

Print Post Approved  
PP 445886/0003 

Publisher: Q.H.P.S 
PO Box 1252 
COORPAROO DC  4151 

Editor: A J McConnell 
Phone: 07 3397 4512 
alexmcconnell@optushome.com.au 

Price    60 Cents 

also gives us the chance to 
have an end of year social 
event.    

Alex McConnell 
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AUGUST 2002 MEETING 

About 28 people turned out on a cold and 
windy night for the Annual Meeting and Pipers 
Night.  The Annual Meeting is covered else-
where in this newsletter in the reports and min-
utes, so I’ ll start at about 8.20 pm when the 
piping began. 

John McDonald from Kingaroy was the first 
piper. Showing good steady blowing on a me-
dium pipe along with good technique which 
got just a little bit rocky in some of the later 
tunes.  His tunes included Garb of Old Gaul, 
Music of the Spey, Cockney Jocks, Doctor 
Ross, Jean Mauchline, Crossing the Minch 
and Train Journey North. 

Staying with youth, the next player was Ryan 
Hofmann on a biggish sounding pipe.  He 
showed good form on some big tunes. Later in 
his selection he tried some really spectacular 
tunes, as you’ ll see by the list.  Although not 
all of it was completely mastered, he showed 
he is developing quickly as one of our leading 
young players.  His tunes included The Edin-
burgh City Police Pipe Band, Caber Feidh, 
Alick C MacGregor, Flora Maclennan’s Fa-
vourite, Cockerel in the Creel, Jimmy Blue, 
Geese in the Bog, Trisha’s Air, Mason’s 
Apron, Calliope House and Rory Gallagher©s. 

Next to entertain us was Vaughan Parker.  
Again he had a big sounding pipe which was 
steadily blown but with a few wobbles as he 
went on.  There was a good mixture of more 
traditional and more modern tunes in La boem, 
Donald MacLellan of Rothesay, Loch of the 
Birds, Video Man, Cion A’Bhuntata and Don-
ald Cameron’s Powderhorn. 

Still keeping with the youth, Michelle Hodder 
was the next piper.  She had a slightly lighter 
pipe which was just a touch out of tune to start 
with. She displayed good steady playing but 
with a little variation in blowing. This im-
proved later as the pipe came into tune—
perhaps  the problem was the pipes were just a 
touch too hard. She had good expression in her 
playing but this suffered a bit in some of the 
faster music.  The selection of tunes she played 
was certainly fairly demanding– Battle of the 

Somme, Heights of Dargai, Ian Ruadh’s La-
ment, Chasing Shadows, Abercairney High-
landers, Susan Macleod, Sheila MacMur-
chie’s Dance, Man From Skye, Lark in the 
Morning and The Curlew. 

At last someone just a bit older! But not by 
much—Phillip Cowan. He had a nice big pipe 
with good blowing. Again he had an ambitious 
set of tunes, including both the traditional and 
more modern branches of the bagpipe reper-
toire.  As usual his execution was very good 
and there was good music throughout.  Perhaps 
he could have had just a touch more consis-
tency in the phrasing of some of the later tunes 
in his selection.  The tunes included Balmoral 
Highlanders, Captain Colin Campbell, John 
Keith Lang, Walking the Surf, Hair of the 
Dog, Bulgarian Bandit, The Corgi, I tchy Fin-
gers and Clumsy Lover. 

Last piper for the night (finally a “mature” 
player!) was Mark McKenzie on his character-
istic strong sounding instrument. He started out 
with some good rolling 6/8’s. Then he played 
some  music for his daughters Erin and Tara to 
dance to—a beginner’s reel to Davy Knick-
Knack, and a jig to The I rish Washerwoman.  
The to serious Scottish dance music! Piper’s 
Bonnet, Ewe Wi’  the Crookit Horn, Susan 
MacLeod and The Sheepwife. He finished off 
the light music with a selection of jigs and 
reels including Lark in the Morning, Donald 
Maclellan’s Tuning Phrase, Humors of Tulla, 
Flowers of Red Hill and The Galtee Rangers.  
Then he played for us the ground of Black 
Donald’s March to cap off what had been an 
excellent night of piping. 

The raffle was drawn by Iain Bruce and won 
by Maurie DeHayr and then Doug Thoresen 
brought the night to a close with the usual an-
nouncements, with special mention of the Ips-
wich contest to be held the following Saturday. 
All then retired for supper.. 
 

All comments made in this newsletter reflect the views of the author and do not necessarily 
reflect the policy or views of the Queensland Highland Pipers' Society or of any officer or 
member of the Society. 
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HOW TO GET TO THE BALMORAL BOWLS CLUB 
For those who like to work out their own directions the UBD Reference is  
                                                           Map 160, Reference Q12. 

From the Gateway Arterial—turn north at the Lytton Road intersection (just 
south of the bridge), travel along Route 24 and the Route 23 (Wynnum Road) 
till you see the Colmslie RSL on your left.  Turn in as if going to the RSL but 
go right through their carpark and continue along Jean Howie Drive for about 
350 metres.  Turn left into the Bowls Club car park. 

From the City—go across the Story Bridge, left into Shafston Avenue, then 
into Lytton Road and Wynnum Road (Route 23).  Go along Wynnum Road until 
you see the Colmslie RSL on your right.  Turn in as if going to the RSL but go 
right through their carpark and continue along Jean Howie Drive for about 350 
metres.  Turn left into the Bowls Club car park. 

From the west (old Cleveland Road—Turn into Bennetts Road.  Continue 
along Bennetts Road, across the railway line and a park will appear on your 
right.  Jean Howie Drive goes through the park (the entrance to the drive is 
near the boundary of the Bulimba Cemetery).  Go about 350 metres along the 
Drive and turn right into the Bowls Club car park. 
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At the Balmoral Bowls Club 
 

Saturday 30 November 
6.30 pm—11.30 pm 

 
Piping, Highland Dancers, Set Dances, Smorgasbord Supper, Raffles, Lucky 

Door Prize, Bar service available. 
Entry $20 ($10 for children under 14) 

 
Bookings essential: Ring 07 3397 4512 or  
email alexmcconnell@optushome.com.au 
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23 

28 

28  

 

Society Meeting 

NSW Pipers Society Silver Chalice Piobaireachd—contact Ron Clement 02 9948 1914 

Queensland Pipe Band Championships—Pine Rivers Park, Petrie.  The event is 
now being run directly by the Pipe Band Association after the Wynnum Gathering had 
to be cancelled because of the public liability insurance situation. 
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20 
 

 
 

26 

28 

State Mini-Band Championship.  Wynnum Manly Leagues Club—10 am. Contact 
Scotty Campbell 3396 4168.  Entry $2 (all day) in conjunction with………. 

Qld Solo Piping Selection Competition. Wynnum Manly Leagues Club (see sepa-
rate notice) 

Glenfiddich Championship, Blair Castle 

Society Meeting 

����
����
				 ����

2 

9 
 

17 

25 

30 

30 

Bratach Gorm Competition—London 

Mini Band Competition– Wynnum-Manly Leagues Club. Admission $2.  
Contact 07 3396 9025 

Ipswich Thistle 40th Anniversary of Band Hall opening.  Contact Liz 0414 776 361 

Society Meeting 

QHPS Ceilidh at Balmoral Bowls Club—see separate notice 

Ipswich Thistle St Andrew’s Night Ceilidh.  Contact Liz 0414 776 361 
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7&8Dec 

31 Dec 

1 Jan 

Daylesford (Vic) Highland Gathering. Full Bands, Min Bands and Solos 

Ipswich Thistle Pipe Band Hogmanay.  Contact Liz 0414 776 361 

Nambour New Years Day Gathering.  Petrie Park, Nambour from 10 am to 4 pm.  Free 
Admission. Contact Fred Logan 07 5441 4238 

The NSW Pipers’ Society meets on the 4th Wednesday of each month at 6 Holterman Street, 
Crows Nest.   Contact Ron Clement – 02 9948 1914 

The WA Pipers’ Society meets on the 3rd Saturday at the Autumn Centre, Inglewood.  Contact 
John McMurchie – 08 9401 9587 
If you need more details about any of the above events and a contact is not mentioned, ring the Soci-
ety Secretary (3397 4512 after hours)  and we will see what we can dig up for you. 

Scottish Radio 
Programs  

SBS Radio – Brisbane FM 93.3 – Thursday nights 10-11 pm 

4EB - FM 98.1 – Thursday afternoons 2.15—4 pm 

2RDJ - FM 88.1 - Wednesday morning 6 am - 9 am 
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE QUEENSLAND HIGHLAND 
PIPERS SOCIETY HELD ON 26 AUGUST 2002 AT SOUTHS LEAGUES CLUB. 
 
Opening: Doug Thoresen declared the meeting open at 8:00 pm 
Apologies: Glenys O’Malley, Les Grey, Matthew Rigby, Jack Grant, Dave Sinclair 
Last Annual Meeting Minutes:  Moved Jim Johnston, seconded Maurie DeHayr that the minutes 
as published in the September 2001 Newsletter be taken as read and confirmed.  Carried 
President’s Repor t:  Doug Thoresen presented his annual report, a copy of which is printed in the 
September 2002 newsletter.  The report was received with acclamation 
Treasurer ’s Report:  Presented by the Treasurer, Alex McConnell, along with a report from the 
Auditor.  Moved Alex McConnell, seconded Jim Johnston that the Treasurer’s report be adopted. 
Carried 
Elections: 
Doug Thoresen announced that we had just sufficient nominations for all positions and called for 
any additional nominations.  There were no further nominations.  It was then moved by Jim Johns-
ton, seconded by Rob Grogan, that those nominated be declared elected..  Carried.  The nomina-
tions were as follows 
Patron:  Maurie DeHayr nominated by Alex McConnell, seconded by Doug Thoresen.  
President:  Doug Thoresen  nominated by Alex McConnell, seconded by Maurie DeHayr.  
Vice Presidents:  Bob Payne nominated by Alex McConnell and seconded by Doug Thoresen.  

Matthew Rigby was nominated by Alex McConnell, seconded by Doug Thoresen. As nei-
ther Bob or Matthew were present at the meeting, these elections are subject to their con-
sent. 

Secretary: Alex McConnell nominated by Doug Thoresen,  seconded Maurie DeHayr   
Treasurer: Alex McConnell was nominated by Doug Thoresen,  seconded Maurie DeHayr   
Auditor: Robert Hood nominated by Doug Thoresen, seconded by Maurie DeHayr.  No further 

nominations.  Carried 
Doug Thoresen then took over the meeting again. 
Quorum:  Moved Jane Hancox, seconded Phillip Cowan that the quorum  stay at 10 for general 
meetings  and 3 for committee meetings. Carried. 
Subscr iption for  2000/2001:  Moved Alex McConnell, seconded Jane Hancox that the subscrip-
tion for 2002/2003 be $25  Carried. 
Affiliation with APBA: Moved Alex McConnell, seconded Mark McKenzie that we maintain af-
filiation as a Limited Affiliation Society. Carried.  Moved Alex McConnell, seconded Jim Johnston 
that appointment of APBA delegates be left to the committee  Carried 
General Business:   
1. The President mentioned that there is a possibility that the Society may be able to be in-

volved in some way in a visit by a piper from Scotland which the Celtic Celebration Commit-
tee is investigating. 

2. Doug Thoresen proposed that we look at refurbishing the Jimmy Durham trophy and this was 
met with approval. 

3. Mark McKenzie asked if the committee could look at reviving the Stuart Crystal contest and 
the President said that the committee would look at this., and also possibly the Silver Chanter 
that we conducted some years ago. 

Close: 8.20pm 



Page 6                   September 2002              Queensland Highland Pipers’ Society Newsletter 

Subscribe NOW! To 
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Be fully informed and up-to-date on what is happening in the Scottish and Celtic Community, here 
and overseas.  Progressive Calendars of Events for Pipe Bands; Highland Dancing; Scottish Country 
Dancing; I rish Dancing and Clans Congress are featured in each edition of " “ Raising the Standard”  

Annual Subscription - $25 (including postage) 
Write to:        ALBA Publications,  

PO Box 8024,  
Wynnum North, Qld  4178        or  Phone 07 3396 9025 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2002 
 

Our Annual Meeting is somewhat like Christmas in that it seems to come around quicker 
each  year. 

On looking back over the past twelve months, we have enjoyed some memorable moments 
of good Piping in a variety of ways. Visits by Pipers from overseas and interstate have con-
tributed to the music. The Piping styles of competition including Airs, Marches, Strath-
speys, Reels, Jigs and Hornpipes have been played quite often while the classic music the 
Piobaireachd has almost become a regular feature.  Kitchen Piping has also been demon-
strated from time to time. 

While no specific invitations have been extended to any one Band, we have enjoyed eve-
nings when the Band members have attended in numbers. The support Drummers and 
Dancers has not gone unnoticed and they are always welcome lo attend and we would like 
lo include their talents to our evenings should they feel inclined to do so. 

The attendance of members and visitors has been very encouraging and it is with such sup-
port we may continue and hopefully go ahead from strength to strength. 

It would be remiss of me if I did not mention and thank the amicable team work of our Pa-
tron Maurie DeHayr, our Vice Presidents Bob Payne and Matthew Rigby an of course the 
major role of our secretary/treasurer and newsletter editor Alex McConnell and his suppor-
tive wife Desley.  With the advent of such mutual support we can only succeed 

To the Ladies and Gents who not only pay at the door, buy raffle tickets but quite often 
provide or supplement the supper we extend our grateful thanks. 

To the folk who willingly assist in setting up and tidying up after our evening we also 
thank. as it not only contributes to our evenings but helps us to retain good relations with 
the Balmoral Bowls Club Management 

So to you the members, the Pipers young and senior who often travel some distances to be 
here, we the Executive thank you for another great year and look forward to many enjoy-
able meetings in the future. 

Doug Thoresen 
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Argyllshire gather ing: Oban Scotland –  
21 August 

Gold Medal 
1st Iain Speirs, "The King©s Taxes" 
2nd Stuart Liddell, "The Vaunting" 
3rd Douglas Murray "The Rout of Glenfruin" 
4th Stuart Shedden  "The Gathering of Clan 

Chattan" 
Judges: Jack Taylor, John MacDougall, Wil-

liam MacDonald  

Senior  Piobaireachd 
1st Willie McCallum, "Lament for Airds" 
2nd Greg Wilson 
3rd Angus MacColl 
4th Murray Henderson 
Judges: Andrew Wright, Ronald Lawrie, Don-

ald MacPherson 

Silver  Medal 
1st Innes Smith 
2nd Chris Armstrong 
3rd Ross Cowan 
4th Matthew Turnbull, Michigan 
5th Louise Hay 

Former Winners MSR 
1st Willie McCallum 
2nd Iain Speirs 
3rd Christopher Armstrong 
4th Allan Russell 

Grade A March 
1st Bruce Gandy 
2nd Robert Watt 
3rd Gavin Walker 
4th Jenny Hazzard 
5th Niall Stewart 
Judges: Iain MacLellan, John MacDougall, Iain 

Clowe 

Grade A Strathspey &  Reel 
1st Christopher Armstrong 
2nd Alan Bevan, Vancouver 
3rd Robert Watt 
4th Iain Speirs 
5th Gavin Walker 
Judges: Malcolm MacRae, John Wilson, Willie 

Morrison 

Grade B March 
1st Ross Cowan 

2nd Neil Walker 
3rd Martin Frewen, New Zealand 
4th Gary Watterston 
5th Glenn Brown, Ontario 
Judges: Andrew Wright, Tom Johnstone, Finlay 

MacNeill 

Grade B Strathspey &  Reel 
1st Gordon McCready 
2nd Brian MacKenzie 
3rd Ross Cowan 
4th Simon McKerral 
5th Neil Walker 
Judges: Iain MacFadyen, George Lumsden, Pat-

rick Grant 

Open Jig 
1st Robert Watt 
2nd Alexis Munier, France 
3rd Greg Wilson 

 
Ipswich Thistle Pipe Band Contest:  
31 August 

SOLOS 

Learner  Chanter  
1st  Loren Jefferies 

Elementary March 
1st Vaughn Parker 
2nd Jordan Whicker 
3rd John McDonald 

Elementary Air  
1st  Claire Fairbairn 
2nd Jordan Whicker 
3rd Vaughn Parker 

Sub-Intermediate MSR 
1st Gavin Doherty 
2nd Ryan Hofmann  
3rd Michelle Hodder 

Sub-Intermediate Jig 
1st Gavin Doherty 
2nd Michelle Hodder 
3rd Ryan Hofmann 

Intermediate MSR 
1st Matthew Supranowicz 
2nd Cory Dale 

� � � � � � � �� � � 	 
� � �
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3rd Mark Mitchell 

Intermediate Hornpipe/Jig 
1st Cory Dale 
2nd Matthew Supranowicz 
3rd Mark Mitchell 

Open MSR 
1st Adam Britten 

Open Hornpipe/Jig 
1st Adam Britten 

Restr icted Piobaireachd 
1st Michelle Hodder  

Roddy MacSween Memor ial 
1st Cory Dale 

BANDS 

Grade 1 
1st Qld Highlanders No 1 

Grade 3 
1st  Qld Police Juvenile 
2nd St Andrews 
3rd Qld Irish Association 
Pipe Corps: Qld Police Juvenile 
Drum Corps: Qld Police Juvenile 
Ensemble: St Andrews 

Grade 4 
1st Qld Highlanders No 2 
2nd Scots PGC 
3rd Wynnum RSL 
Pipe Corps: Qld Highlanders No 2 
Drum Corps:   Qld Highlanders No 2 
Ensemble:  Qld Highlanders No 2 
Musical Selection: Qld Highlanders No 2 

 
Cowal Championships: Dunoon, Scotland - 
31 August 

      Note that this contest, as the final major 
also enables the “Champion of Champi-
ons results to be determined” .  Those 
results are also included below 

 Grade 1 
1st Field Marshal Montgomery 
2nd Shotts & Dykehead 
3rd Scottish Power 
4th Strathclyde Police 
5th Dysart & Dundonald 
6th Boghall & Bathgate 
Drumming: Shotts 

Champion of Champions: Field Marshal 
Montgomery 

Drumming : Shotts & Dykehead 

Grade 2 
1st Ballycoan 
2nd Clan Gregor 
3rd Bleary 
4th Buchan 
5th Boghall & Bathgate 
6th Dumfries & Galloway Constabulary 
Drumming: Clan Gregor 
Champion of Champions: Ballycoan 
Drumming : Clan Gregor 

Grade 3A 
1st North Belfast WMC 
2nd McNaughton©s Vale of Atholl 
3rd Muhl (Belgium) 
4th Royal Burgh of Stirling 
5th Coalburn IOR  
6th Lanarkshire 
Drumming: North Belfast WMC 
Champion of Champions: McNaughton©s 

Vale of Atholl 
Drumming : Syerla 

Grade 3B 
1st Inverkiething 
2nd Pontefract & District (England) 
3rd West Midlands Police (England) 
4th Greater Manchester Fire Service  
5th Finton Lalor (Eire) 
6th Inverness 
Drumming: Dunoon Argyll 
Champion of Champions: Inverkeithing 
Drumming : Inverkeithing 

Juvenile 
1st George Watson©s College 
2nd Lochgelly High School 
3rd Dumbarton & District 
4th Paisley 
5th Dunoon Grammar School 
Drumming: George Watson©s 
Champion of Champions: George Wat-

son©s College 
Drumming: George Watson©s College 

Grade 4A 
1st Altnaveigh 
2nd Arbroath RBL 
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3rd Gortaclare 
4th Annsborough 
5th Bellagby 
6th Milngavie 
Drumming: Arbroath 
Champion of Champions: Altnaveigh 
Drumming : Altnaveigh 

Grade 4B 
1st Tweedvale 
2nd Wm Wood Memorial 
3rd Oldmeldrum 
4th 71st Engineers 
5th Kirkcudbright 
6th Kinning Park 
Drumming: Tweedvale 
Champion of Champions: Williamwood 
Drumming: Tweedvale 

Novice Juvenile 
1st Lochgelly High School 
2nd Kintyre Schools 
3rd Bucksburn 
4th George Watson©s College 
5th Macnaughton©s Vale of Atholl 
6th Craigmount High School 
Drumming: Lochgelly High School 
Champion of Champions: Lochgelly 
Drumming : George Watson©s College 
 

Northern Meeting—Inverness, Scotland – 
5 September  

Gold Medal 
1st Bruce Gandy, The Rout of Glenfruin 
2nd Iain Speirs, The Gathering of Clan Chattan 
3rd Allan Russell Nameless Hiharin Dro o Dro 
4th Donald MacPhee, Lament for MacDonald's 

Tutor 
5th Alasdair Gillies, The King's Taxes 
Judges: Hugh MacCallum, John MacDougall, 

Norman Mathieson 

Clasp 
1st Dr. Angus MacDonald, The Rout of the 

Lowland Captain 
2nd Gordon Walker 
3rd Willie McCallum 
4th Angus MacColl 
Judges: Malcolm MacRae, William Mac-

Donald , Iain MacFadyen 

Silver  Star  MSR for  Former Winners 
1st Alasdair Gillies, John MacDonald of Glen-

coe, John MacDonald's Welcome to South 
Uist, Inveraray Castle, John Roy Stewart, 
Johnnie MacDonald's Reel, The Cockerel in 
the Creel 

2nd Willie McCallum 
3rd Roddy MacLeod, Glasgow 
4th Christopher Armstrong, Bathgate 
Judges: Ronald Lawrie, John D. Burgess, Iain 

MacLellan 

Silver  Medal 
1st Fiona Manson, Salute to Donald 
2nd Jonathan Greenlees 
3rd Martin Kessler, Germany 
4th James Beaumont 
5th Simon McKerral 
Judges: Dr. Jack Taylor, Donald MacPherson, 

James Young 

A Grade MSR 
1st Niall Matheson 
2nd Greg Wilson, New Zealand 
3rd Iain Speirs 
4th Jenny Hazzard 
Judges: Hugh MacCallum, Walter Cowan, Iain 

Morrison 

B Grade March 
1st D.J. McIntyre, The Highlanders 
2nd Ross Cowan 
3rd John Mulhearn 
4th Daroch Urquhart 
Judges: Donald MacPherson, Tom Speirs, Wal-

ter Cowan 

B Grade Strathspey &  Reel 
1st Donald MacKay 
2nd Gordon McReady 
3rd Scott MacLeod, USA 
4th Simon McKerral 
Judges: James Young, Ronald Lawrie, Andrew 

Venters 

A Grade Hornpipe &  Jig 
1st Angus MacColl 
2nd Gordon Walker 
3rd Greg Wilson 
4th Chris Armstrong 
Judges: George Lumsden, Iain MacFadyen, 

John D. Burgess  
 

Royal Highland Gather ing, Braemar,  
7 September  

Piobaireachd 
1st Niall Matheson 
2nd Gordon Walker 
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3rd William McCallum 
4th Brendon Eade 
5th Stuart Shedden 

March 
1st Willie McCallum 
2nd Niall Matheson 
3rd Gordon Walker 
4th John Angus Smith 
5th Brendon Eade 

Strathspey &  Reel 
1st Willie McCallum 
2nd Niall Matheson 
3rd Gordon Walker 
4th John Angus Smith 
5th Innes Smith 

 

CELTIC CELEBRATION COMMITTEE (QLD) 
�

Queensland Selection Competition 
(for Open standard pipers ) 

�

Wynnum Manly Leagues Club 
Wondall Road,  Manly West 
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� � � � � �� � � � �
Queensland Selection Competition 
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officially affiliated with the Festival Interceltique de Lorient 


