Religious Ceremony 1

The bridegroom & the best man stand forward at the cushion to the right of the minister. The bride & bridesmaid(s) approach & stand at the cushion to the left of the minister. Finally the bride’s sponsor stands just behind the bride. The minister gives a short introductory address as follows:

Minister: 

Friends & relatives of ………………………….. & ………………….., this is a solemn moment they have chosen to become husband & wife, in the presence of God to sanctify it, in your presence to bear witness to it, & in the presence of each other, respecting their individuality & considering their joint responsibilities.

………………………….. & ………………….., this is a relationship which, we pray God, may persist to the end of your lives. Your commitment enables your friendship to develop into a deep & lasting relationship in a home where love, tolerance and patience may abide. Your lives will be shared, but not so far as to lose your respective identities.

We who witness this sacred decision hopt that despite the stresses, the successes and failures, the pleasures and pains of the future, your contentment with each other, your trust and understanding, will increase and grow with the passing of years. Only genuine love can make this possible, and if the task is difficult at times, turn to God for help.

Before you are joined together in marriage and before these witnesses, I would remind of the solemn and binding nature of this relationship which you are to undertake of your own free will.

Who gives this woman to this man?

Sponsor:

 I do.

(Sponsor then takes a seat with the other guests.)

Minister: 

I shall now call upon you,  ………………….  & you, …………………… , to make your marriage vows.

(The bouquet is taken by the Bridesmaid & the couple join hands.)

Bridegroom:

(Repeats after the Minister)

Before these witnesses & in the presence of God, I  ………………………………., take you ………………………., to be my lawful wedded wife. I promise to respect your needs & individuality. I will endeavour to promote complete trust between us, in sickness & in health, in fortune & in misfortune. So may we achieve a deep & abiding love in our marriage.

Bride:

(Repeats after the Minister)

Before these witnesses & in the presence of God, I  ………………………………., take you ………………………., to be my lawful wedded wife. I promise to respect your needs & individuality. I will endeavour to promote complete trust between us, in sickness & in health, in fortune & in misfortune. So may we achieve a deep & abiding love in our marriage.

The Blessing of the rings

Bridegroom:
(Repeats after the Minister)

As a pledge of my love & a token of the vow made between us, with this ring I thee wed, in the Name of God. Amen.

Bride:
(Repeats after the Minister)

As a pledge of my love & a token of the vow made between us, with this ring I thee wed, in the Name of God. Amen.

The minister then joins their hands together.

Minister:

Thus are you joined together in Holy Wedlock, in the Name of God. Amen.

As you have consented together in holy & lawful marriage, in the presence of these witnesses & by giving & receiving a ring & by joining of hands, I declare to you all that  ………………….. &  ………………… are man & wife, in the Name of God. Amen.

Bride & Bridegroom kneel for blessing

May the Almighty God bless & sanctify you & pour down upon you the fullness of grace so that you may dwell in holy love together.

God be in you’re your head & in your understanding.

God be in you’re your eyes & in your looking.

God be in you’re your mouth & in your speaking.

God be in you’re your heart & in your thinking.

God be in you’re your life & in your loving.

The couple go with the witnesses to sign the marriage certificates while the guests remain until they return. (Music if desired.)

The Orthodox Catholic Church Ceremony No.1 
Page 2

