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WEDDING CEREMONY

……………….and……………thank you for your presence and loving support.  We are here

today to celebrate outwardly the marriage bond that they have been creating

inwardly these past two years.  Their love and intention have created this

marriage.  We are here to help celebrate and acknowledge that bonding.  We

do not marry them, they marry each other.

…………….and………….you have asked me to speak about the qualities you consider

crucial to the well-being and long life of your union.  The first of these

is the courage to be vulnerable, to be seen as you are, with each willing

to accept each other in this way.  The second is responsibility, the daily

attention needed to keep the relationship vital.  Next is the open

communication needed to support honesty.  You also wish to honour the

qualities of humor and playfulness you both enjoy, which nurture the inner

children in yourselves and each other.  These you promise to keep alive in

your marriage.

ROSES RITUAL

The coming together of "two solitudes" is part of the cycle of growth – the

creating and recreating of boundaries.  May you………………….and………………….give

gratitude for the old boundaries that define your unique individuality,

even as you create a new joint boundary with the circle of love (Elizabeth

creates a circle with rose petals around the bride and groom).  May this

space allow you to face each other and know intimacy.  May you find the

stability of a joint centre where you can welcome change.  And most of all,

may you receive each other joyfully, with open hearts, into this marriage.

CANDLE LIGHTING

……………….and……………….feel that this marriage is a spiritual union.  They call

upon their ancestors, their relations, their friends, their families and

the great spirit in all things to celebrate with us the bonding of hearts

and souls and the beauty of love.  Help them see and know the divine

presence in all that is, and keep that truth alive for them today and

through all their years together. To symbolise the presence of the Spirit

that has brought them together,…………..and……………will light this candle,

igniting the flame of unconditional love.  May it burn bright.

READINGS

We will now take some time for readings from the group.

BLESSING

Join us now in a few moments of silence as we each, in our own way, honour

this union with a blessing.

(13) LOVE AND TRUTH

As I look around on this very special occasion, the words that come to mind

are LOVE and TRUTH, and these two words go hand in hand like the couple

that stand before me.  This ceremony symbolises the

love…………………and……………..experience for one  another and the truth and

happiness that comes from their union.

This is a very special day in both your lives, by pledging your love for

each other you have become aware of what love means.

Love is a total commitment to each other, yet within that commitment there

is the opportunity for you to retain your individuality.

I offer you these words on marriage –

Marriage is a means of grace in which man and woman

Become one in heart, mind and body

Marriage is the sacred and life-long union

Of a man and a woman

Who give themselves to each other in love and trust.

Marriage is given that husband and wife 

May enrich and encourage each other

In every part of their life together.

Marriage is given that with delight and tenderness

They may know each other in love,

And through their physical union 

May strengthen the union of their lives.

Marriage is given that children may be born

And brought up in security and love,

That home and family life may be strengthened

And that society may stand upon firm foundations.

Marriage is a way of life which all people should honour;

It is not to be entered into lightly or selfishly, but responsibly

……………..hands bouquet over to bridesmaid.

……………..turns and faces the people and says:


I ask everyone here to witness


That I,………..take………….to be my wife.

He then faces………………..takes her hands and says:


…………………….


All that I am I give to you,


And all that I have I share with you.


Whatever the future holds,


I will love you and stand by you,


As long as we both shall live.


This is my solemn vow.

They loose hands.

…………turns and faces the people and says:


I ask everyone here to witness


That I, ……………….take……………..to be my husband.

She then faces………………takes his hands, and says:


…………………….


All that I am I give to you,


And all that I have I share with you.


Whatever the future holds,


I will love you and stand by you


As long as we both shall live.


This is my solemn vow.

They loose hands and are given the rings.


…………….places the ring on………………'s finger, and says:


…………….I give you this ring


as a sign of our marriage


and of the views which we have made today.


…………….places the ring on ………………..'s finger,  and says


……………..I give you this ring as a sign of our marriage


and of the views which we have made today.

(14)  Spiritual ceremony

MARRIAGE CEREMONY

Let us consider the true purpose of Marriage before we unite……………and

……………………….in this ancient ceremony.

Marriage was instituted as a union of two characters to achieve more

spiritual growth than each could do alone.  The physical union is also an

emotional and mental one, and this occurs automatically where there is a

loving, caring relationship, sincere love and real compatibility between

the man and woman.

Because we have energy centres or chakras, there is during this union a

flow from one to the other at all levels of consciousness, during which

good qualities  and characteristics are passed from one to the other while

true love is present; for when we love truly we are at our best.  Some of

the strength or kindness or peace of mind can pass from one to the other

person, so that out of that marriage emerges a powerful growth of spiritual

qualities which opens the way to deeper levels of mystical consciousness,

for the ultimate mystery of being is love, at every level.  All that is

required of you…….and you…………is to continue you loving friendship

established today by you and by all here presents.

I offer you these thoughts as you begin this new life together:

You are together, and together you shall be for evermore,

Let there be spaces in your togetherness,

And let the winds of the heavens dance between you.

Love one another, but make not a bond of love;

Let it rather be a moving sea between the shores of your souls,

Fill each other's cup, but drink not from the one cup;

Sing and dance together and be joyous,

But let each of you also be alone.

Give you hearts, but not into each other's keeping,

For only the hand of Life can contain your hearts;

And stand together, yet not too near together,

For the pillars of the temple stand apart

And the oak tree and the cypress grow not in each other's shadow

Make simplicity the cornerstone of your lives:

Find joy and happiness in the simple things in life,

Such as the love you have for each other,

The beauty of nature, the joy in a bird's song,

The freshness of morning dew on the grass,

And the sheer, abandoned joy in a child's laugh.

BLESSING WITH WATER

I bless you both on this new journey that you undertake together through

life, and may the love and happiness I now see in you sustain you in this

union and in the years to come.

ROSES TO PARENTS

And to honour those who brought………………….and……………….into this world and to

this sacred moment, I give each of their parents a rose, symbolic of love

and truth.

THE EXCHANGE OF RINGS

………………..and………………..you have chosen to exchange rings as symbols of your

vows.  To bestow a ring is to transfer power and to join individuals, as

vows are sealed within the strength and protection of the circle.  A

wedding ring is a symbol that binds each of you to a new state of union,

completeness and fulfillment.  Place these rings on each other's fingers as

you state your vows to each other.

THE MARRIAGE VOWS

(GROOM & BRIDE)

I promise to love you,

To remain honest and faithful to you,

To be available to you when you are in pain or grief,

And when you are filled with happiness.
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WEDDING CEREMONY

This evening we are here to celebrate the marriage of ……………….to ………………….

This ceremony symbolises the love……………and…………….share together and the

happiness that comes from their love.  Love is the strongest and most

fulfilling emotion possible.  It lets you share your life with someone who

will always support you.  It lets you share your goals, your hopes, your

fears, your desires, your experiences.  It lets you speak your innermost

feelings to someone who understands you.  It lets you feel tenderness and

warmth – a wholeness that banishes loneliness.

Love lets you feel complete.

Marriage creates the security for two people to fully open themselves to

each other.

It is a commitment based on love, honesty, trust, caring and understanding.

Marriage creates a relationship in which you can have an ally and a

partner, and it is only through this commitment that you can discover true

intimacy.

God Bless you both on this new journey that you are undertaking together

through life, and may the love and joy I now see in you sustain you in this

union in the years to come.

(BRIDE)

Will you take………………..as your husband, to live together in the state of

marriage?

Will you love him, comfort him, honour and protect him, and forsaking all

other, be faithful to him as long as you both shall live:

I will

(GROOM)

Will you take……………..as your wife, to live together in the state of

marriage?

Will you love her, comfort her, honour and protect her, and forsaking all

others, be faithful to her as long as you both shall live?

I will

………………….and……………….you have chosen to exchange rings as symbols of your

vows.  To bestow a ring is to transfer power and join individuals as vows

are sealed within the strength and protection of the circles.  A wedding

ring is a symbol that binds each of you to a new state of union,

completeness and fulfillment.  Place these rings on each other's fingers as

you state your vows to one another.

(BRIDE)

I take you……………….to be my husband,

To have and to hold from this day forward,

For better or worse, for richer or poorer,

In sickness and in health, to love and to cherish.

Till death us do part.

(GROOM)

I take you……………….to be my wife,

To have and to hold from this day forward,

For better or worse, for richer or poorer,

In sickness and in health, to love and to cherish,

Till death us do part
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WEDDING OF………….AND………………

(Addressed to all)

Good morning and welcome everyone.  We have joined here today to witness

the marriage of …………………and…………………..

………………..and…………………this is a very special day in both your lives.  Today you

are surrounded by the presence of your dearest friends and your family who

are here to witness and participate in your marriage as well as by the

thought of those who can not be here and would have greatly loved to share

this experience with you.

You two have chosen this ceremony as a way to publicly declare and enact

your union and enact your union with each other.  You have expressed your

wish to acknowledge, articulate and share what you are experiencing

together with everyone here.  This is a time when you can create a magical

and unforgettable celebration of love.

For one person to love another human being that is perhaps the most

difficult task that has been entrusted to us, the ultimate task, the final

test….love is a high involvement for the individual to ripen, to become

something in themselves, to become world in themselves for the sake of

another person…Human love consists in this:  that two solitude's protect

and border and greet each other.

Never forget that through your life's journeying, there will surely be much

that may divide you, yet you will be at your best when you strive to exist

in harmony, in cooperation and in mutual trust.

By creating a climate of warm praise and appreciation, your marriage will

blossom and flourish.  Whatever the differences that make you uniquely

yourselves, be generous in you self-giving.

Vows

Do you………………..and do you………………….accept each other to be your partner, to

love and to cherish, to respect and to comfort, in sorrow and in joy, in

hardship and at ease so long as you both live.

Us

We do

Celebrant

Do you…………..take………………as your wife, love  her, value her, share with her,

rejoice with her, sorrow with her, commit your life to her with its triumph

and achievements, setbacks and hardship.  A commitment made in love, kept

in faith, lived in hope and eternally made now.

Yes I will

Celebrant

Do you ………………..take…………….as your husband, love him, value him, share with

him, rejoice with him, sorrow with him, commit your life to him with its

triumphs and achievements, setbacks and hardships.  A commitment made in

love, kept in faith, lived in hope and eternally made now.

………………………Yes I will

Celebrant

You have made your vows, surrounded by those who love you and who share in

the joy of your commitment.

The circle symbolises eternity, having neither beginning nor end.  Let

these rings be symbol of your unity into which you lives and joined in an

unbroken band.

Offer these rings freely and accept them freely as a symbol of your

enduring love for each other.  Let them be a reminder that wherever you

are, in what ever you do, your love for each other goes with you.

…………………….please repeat this vow after me

Celebrant and …………………..

This ring is a symbol of my everlasting love for you

………………….please repeat this vow after

Celebrant and……………………..

This ring is a symbol of my everlasting love for you

Celebrant:

Ladies and Gentlemen, today we are united in witnessing this commitment of

marriage between…………………and…………….They have made special promises to each

other, and I am sure that you join with me in not only recognising and

respecting the bond they have made, but also wishing them the strength to

carry out these promises, and all the happiness they wish for each other.

It is with great pleasure, and by virtue of the authorisation vested in me,

I proudly pronounce you to be husband and wife.

You may now kiss the bride.
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LOVE

This is a very special day in both your lives, one that will change you

both in many ways and it is important that you both reflect on this in the

coming days and years of your life together.  Both of you have pledged your

love for each other and it is important that you both understand to some

extent what that word Love means and what part it will play in your lives.

Love is not just a pretty word, but a total commitment to each other, yet

within that commitment there is the opportunity for you both to retain your

individuality.  It will require understanding, communication and

perseverance on both your parts in every part of your life from the very

private, even out in the workplace.

Understanding means to be sensitive to each other's needs in all areas of

your lives.  It means being supportive of each other's aims and goals in

life and not feeling threatened by the other's progress, but also not

flaunting that progress in the other's face.  Rather, it is being truly

pleased for your partner when achievement comes and trusting them to love

you no matter what comes their way, for trust is a very important part of

understanding.

Communication is the art of listening.  There is a saying "Never let the

Sun go down on an argument".  Kiss and make up each night so that the new

day has no lingering sour grapes from the day before.  We could start a new

trend with this.  Who knows where it would lead.  Talk to each other about

your worries, share them, and in this sharing you will learn new dimensions

of each other.  Be prepared to hear your partner's point of view and Love

each other in spite of your differences.  Learn to let the little things

go.  Don't let them build up and up until they become an open wound that

will hurt the other.  This is what I mean by listening, and from this you

will learn to be sensitive to each other and you will see the problems

coming and be able to deal with them before they cause any harm rather than

trying to patch them up after they have blown up in your face when it is

mostly too late.

Perseverance is patience.  Be patient with each other for that patience

will be rewarded with Love, and Love is the basis of all life.  Know that

the Love you express for each other is also a shining ray, a beacon for

others to follow, in this troubled world that we live in.  This expression

re-affirms the fundamental fact that this world in all its aspects cannot

survive without Love.

May you both enjoy this new journey that you undertake together through

Life, and may the love and joy I now see in you sustain you in this union

in the years to come.

GOD BLESS

WEDDING CEREMONY  NO – 19

CELEBRANT:   We are gathered together in these beautiful surroundings, in

the presence of God and the Angels and in the face of this congregation to

join together this man and this woman in the bonds of holy matrimony, which

is an honorable estate in accordance with the teachings and the fulfillment

of natural and spiritual law.

…………and ………… this is a very special day in your lives. Today in the

presence of your dearest friends and relatives who are here to witness and

participate in your marriage, as well as by the thought of those who can

not be here, and would have greatly loved to share this experience with

you.  You have chosen this ceremony as a way to publicly declare and enact

your unions with each other.  You have expressed your wish to acknowledge,

articulate and share what you are experiencing together.  This is a time

when you can create a magical and unforgettable celebration of love.

………… and ………… you have said that your coming together and your being

together was destined.  In only a short time the compatibility between you

is so deep and so natural you feel as if you have always known each other. 

This type of knowing and being known, is something that generally comes

with years of intimacy.  Yet you have a natural intimacy that seems to have

preceded and perhaps framed the profound love you now share.  It is rare to

find such abundance.  It is rare to have more than enough of something as

precious as love.  ………… and …………. would like to share their feelings with

you in a poem that they have written together.

POEM TO BE READ BY COUPLES CHOICE.

Feeling so peaceful and letting it show,

Loving you everyday, feeling it grow.

Sharing my life with you, having fun on the way,

Holding you in my arms at the end of the day.

Listening to your wisdom, knowing you hear me,

Kissing you softly is so heavenly.

Laughing so much that we cry tears of fun,

Feeling the warmth in our hearts like the sun.

Knowing how lucky we are and we smile,

Talking so close and so deep for a while.

Feeling the joy of our souls intertwined,

Knowing this love was out there to find.

With you my dream has come true.

GIVING AWAY:

CELEBRANT:      Who gives this woman to this man?

FATHER:               I do.  (Father then takes bride's right had, palm

down, and passes it to Elizabeth  who then passes it to the bridegroom.

CELEBRANT:     Mr and Mrs ……………., your daughter ………… has chosen   

………… above all others to be the man who will share her life with her.

Will you receive him as your son, with love and tolerance, making room for

him in your hearts so that at all times he may seek your understanding with

perfect confidence.?

PARENTS:     We will.  (daughter to hand rose to mother).

CELEBRANT:      Mr and Mrs ………… your son ………… has chosen …………

above all others to be the woman who will share his life with him.

Will you receive her as your daughter, with love and tolerance, making room

in your heart so that at all times she may seek your understanding with

perfect confidence?

PARENT:      I will.  ( Son to hand rose to mother)

CELEBRANT:     I, Elizabeth Kruger, am duly authorised by the law to

solemnise, this your marriage, according to the laws of this country.

Marriage is considered as the voluntary and full commitment of a man to a

woman, and a woman to a man.  It is made to the exclusion of all others,

and is entered into with the desire, hope and firm intention that it will

last for life.

Are you now ready to make this commitment to each other?

………… AND ………… RESPOND:       We are.

………… and ………… you have chosen to exchange rings as symbols of your vows. To

bestow a ring is to transfer power and join individuals as vows are sealed

within the strength and protection of the circles.  A wedding ring is a

symbol that binds each of you to a new state of union, completeness and

fulfillment.  Place these rings on each other's fingers as you state your

vows to one another.

GROOM TO SAY:      ………… I promise to love you, to remain honest and

faithful to you.

To be available for you when you are in pain or grief, and when you are

filled with happiness.

I promise to challenge you always, to support and nurture you, and to be

receptive to your love.

I love you ………… with all my heart, and I will love you for the rest of my

life.

This ring is a symbol of my everlasting love for you.

BRIDE TO SAY:      ………… I promise to love you, to remain honest and

faithful to you.

To be available for you when you are in pain or grief, and when you a

filled with happiness.

I promise to challenge you always, to support and nurture you, and to be

receptive to your love.

I love you ………… with all my heart, and I will love you for the rest of my

life.

This ring is a symbol of my everlasting love for you.

Celebrant:      With the exchange of vows and rings and the witnessing of

this company, I joyfully proclaim you have performed the ceremony that has

made you husband and wife.  May your lives together be good and always be

inspired by the love of this day.

Now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter to the other.  

Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth to the other.

Now there is no loneliness for you.

Now you are two persons but there is one life before you.

Go now to your dwelling place to enter into the days of your togetherness.

And may your days be good and long upon this earth.

I NOW PRONOUNCE YOU HUSBAND AND WIFE.   YOU MAY KISS THE BRIDE.

BLESSING WITH WATER:

I bless you both on this new journey that you undertake together through

life, and may the love and happiness I now see in you, sustain you in this

union and in the years to come.
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Wedding of...........  and  ..........   this is a very special day in both your

lives. Today you are surrounded by the presence of your families and

dearest friends who are here to witness and participate in your marriage as

well as by the thought of those who cannot be here and would have greatly

loved to share this experience with you.

You two have chosen this ceremony as a way to publicly declare and enact

your union with each other. You have expressed your wish to acknowledge,

articulate and share what you are experiencing together with everyone here.

This is a time when you can create a magical and unforgetting celebration

of love.

Love is a total commitment to each other, yet within that commitment there

is the opportunity for you both to retain your individuality. It will

require understanding, communication and perseverance on both your parts in

every area of your life.  Understanding means to me sensitive to each

others needs, from the physical to the spiritual. It means being supportive

of each other, being with each other totally and trusting the other to love

you no matter what comes their way, for trust is a very important part of

understanding.  Communication is the art of sharing. Talk to each other

about your worries, share them and with sharing you will become aware of

dimensions of each other. Hear your partner's point of view, love each

other and accept your differences.

Perseverance is patience. Be patient with each other for patience is a

process of love and love is the basis for all life.

I will love you

I will receive and embrace your love

I will be there for you in times of happiness, sadness, grief or joy.

I will be honest

I will support and nurture you

I will love you with all my heart,  ............  always and forever.

This ring shall show to the world my love for you.

...................

I will love you

I will receive and embrace your love

I will be there for you in times of happiness, sadness, grief or joy.

I will be honest

I will support and nurture you

I will love you with all my heart, ........  always and forever.

This ring shall show to the world my love for you.
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CEREMONY OF LOVE AND TRUTH

As I look around on this very special occasion, the words that come to mind

are love and truth and these two words go hand in hand like the couple that

stand  before me. This ceremony symbolises the love Craig and Lambrini

experience for one another and the truth and happiness that comes from

their union.

This is a very special day in both your lives, by pledging your love for

each other you have become aware of what love means.

Love is a total commitment to each other, yet within that commitment there

is the opportunity for you both to retain your individuality. It will

require understanding, communication and perseverance on both your parts in

every area of your life. Understanding means to me sensitive to each

other=s needs, from the physical to the spiritual. It means being

supportive of each other, being with each other totally ad trusting the

other to love you no matter what comes their way, for trust is a very

important part of understanding. Communication is the art of sharing. Talk

to each other about your worries, share them and with sharing you will

become aware of dimensions of each other. Hear your partner=s point of

view, love each other and accept your differences. Perseverance is

patience. Be patient with each other for patience is a process of love, and

love is the basis for all life.

I offer you these thoughts as you begin this new life together:

You are together, and together you shall be forever more

Let there be spaces in your togetherness

And let the winds of the heavens dance between you

Love one another, but make not a bond of love

Let it rather be a moving sea between the shores of your souls

Fill each other=s cup, but drink not from the one cup

Sing and dance together and be joyous

But let each one of you also be alone

Give your hearts, but not into each other=s keeping

For only the hand of life can contain your hearts

And stand together, yet not too near together

For the pillars of the temple stand apart

And the oak tree and the cypress grow not in each other=s 
shadow.

Make simplicity the cornerstone of your lives

Find joy and happiness in the simple things in life

Such as the love you have for each other

The beauty of nature, the joy in a bird=s song

The freshness of morning dew on the grass

And the sheer, unabandoned joy in a child=s laugh

Bless you both on this new journey that you undertake together through life

and may the love and  happiness I now see in you sustain you in this union

and the years to come.
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THE RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS

Friends of .............. and ..........., this is the solemn moment they

have chosen to renew their marriage vows, in the Presence of God to

sanctify it, in your presence to bear witness to it, and in the presence of

each other, respecting their individuality and considering their joint

responsibilities.

.............. and ........., your renewal of your marriage vows enables

you friendship to continue and to develop still further into a deep and

lasting relationship in a home where love, tolerance and patience may

abide. Your lives are shared, but not so far that you lose your respective

identities.

At this point, since ........ and .......... are already married, let us

consider the true purpose of marriage:

We may consider it as a uniting process at the physical level, originating

in its primitive form by the uniting of atom to atom, molecule to molecule

and cell to cell. In plant life, groups of male and female cells unit to

produce seeds which grow into plants. In animal and in human life the seeds

of male and female unite to create offspring.

But that is far from being the whole end of marriage. It exists also for

the development of love and goodness between the partners, and amongst

their children, if any. So marriage is also a spiritual union.

Since marriage is a spiritual union also, the relationship occurs not only

at the physical level but also at the emotional and mental levels, so where

there is genuine love involved the whole being of each person is affected.

Now we can see that marriage was instituted for spiritual development,

because we are each energy centres and we function at many different depths

of consciousness. There is a flow in friendship and in sexual union at all

levels of consciousness, during which characteristics and qualities are

passed from one person to another. For instance, the strength and peace of

one, the vitality and energy of the other are exchanged at the same time,

so that out of a marriage relationship there comes a sharing increase of

spiritual qualities which would be far harder for an individual to achieve

on his or her own.

This is all true because the Mystery of Being is Love at every level of

consciousness, since God is Love. There is always, through all

relationships, the Love of God drawing us back to the Divine Source through

our human love.

Love one another, but make not a bond of love:

Let it rather be a moving sea between the shores of your souls.

Fill each other=s cup but drink not from the one cup.

Give one another your bread but eat not from the same loaf.

Sing and dance together and be joyous, but let each one of you be alone,

Even as the strings of a lute are alone though they quiver with the same

music.

Give your hearts, but not into each other=s keeping,

For only the Hand of God can contain your hearts.

And stand together but not too near together:

For the pillars of the temple stand apart,

And the gum trees and the pines grow not in each other=s shadow,

But in the full sunlight which is God.

 








(Kahlil Gibran)

(COUPLE JOIN HANDS AND EXCHANGE ETERNITY RINGS WHICH ARE BLESSED)

Thus have you renewed your vows in the Presence of God and of these

witnesses.

(COUPLE ARE GIVEN A LIGHTED CANDLE WHICH THEY HOLD TOGETHER)

Thus are you united to each other and to God, Who is the Light above all

lights.

Let your light so shine that all who see it may rejoice in God Who gave you

that Light.
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WELCOME

.................... and ..................., this is a very special day in

both your lives. Today you are surrounded by the presence of your dearest

friends who are here to witness and participate in your marriage as well as

by the thought of those who cannot be here and would have greatly loved to

share this experience with you.

You two have chosen this ceremony as a way to publicly declare and enact

your union with each other. You have expressed your wish to acknowledge,

articulate and share what you are experiencing together with everyone here.

This is a time when you can create a magical and unforgettable celebration

of love.

For one person to love another human being that is perhaps the most

difficult yet wonderful task that has been entrusted to us. Love is a high

involvement for the individual to ripen, to become something in themselves,

to become world in themselves for the sake of another person. Human love

consists in this: that two solitudes protect and border and greet each

other.

Marriage creates the security for two people to fully open themselves to

each other. Within the safety of this commitment comes the opportunity to

accept another person as a complete being, who experiences both hopes and

fears, satisfaction and suffering. Marriage provides a relationship in

which you can have, and be a lover, an ally and a partner. And it is only

through this commitment that you can discover true intimacy - in which

hidden and protected parts of yourselves are permitted to come forth, and

acceptance and help you become whole. The strength this brings enables each

of you to open more readily to the world, beginning an unending cycle of

reciprocity.

Love is a total commitment to each other, yet within that commitment there

is the opportunity for you both to retain your individuality. It will

require understanding, communication and perseverance on both your parts in

every area of your life. Understanding means to be sensitive to each

other=s needs, from the physical to the spiritual. It means being

supportive of each other, being with each other totally, and trusting the

other to love you no matter what comes their way, for trust is a very

important part of understanding. Communication is the art of sharing. Talk

to each other about your worries, share them and with sharing you will

become aware of dimension of each other. Hear you partner=s point of view,

love each other and accept your differences. Perseverance is patience. Be

patient with each other for patience is a process of love, and love is the

basis for all life.

................. and ..............., you have chosen to exchange rings as

symbols of your vows. To bestow a ring is to transfer power and join

individuals as vows are sealed within the strength and protection of the

circle. A wedding ring is a symbol that binds each of you to a new state of

union, completeness and fulfilment. Place these rings on each other=s

fingers as you state your vows to one another.

(Bride=s name ..........), I promise to love you, to remain honest and

faithful to you. To be available for you when you are in pain or grief and

when you are filled with happiness.

I promise to support and nurture you and to be receptive to your love.

I love you....... with all my heart and I will love you for the rest of my

life.

This ring is a symbol of my everlasting love for you.

(Groom=s name ..........), I promise to love you, to remain honest and

faithful to you. To be available for you when you are in pain or grief and

when you are filled with happiness.

I promise to support and nurture you and to be receptive to your love.

I love you....... with all my heart and I will love you for the rest of my

life.

This ring is a symbol of my everlasting love for you.

With the exchange of vows and rings and the witnessing of this company, I

joyfully proclaim you are now husband and wife. May your lives together be

good and always be inspired by the love of this day.

Wedding No. 3

Wedding of ...........  and  ..........   this is a very special day in both your

lives. Today you are surrounded by the presence of your families and

dearest friends who are here to witness and participate in your marriage as

well as by the thought of those who cannot be here and would have greatly

loved to share this experience with you.

You two have chosen this ceremony as a way to publicly declare and enact

your union with each other. You have expressed your wish to acknowledge,

articulate and share what you are experiencing together with everyone here.

This is a time when you can create a magical and unforgettable celebration

of love.

Love is a total commitment to each other, yet within that commitment there

is the opportunity for you both to retain your individuality. It will

require understanding, communication and perseverance on both your parts in

every area of your life.  Understanding means to be sensitive to each

others needs, from the physical to the spiritual. It means being supportive

of each other, being with each other totally and trusting the other to love

you no matter what comes their way, for trust is a very important part of

understanding.  Communication is the art of sharing. Talk to each other

about your worries, share them and with sharing you will become aware of

dimensions of each other. Hear your partner's point of view, love each

other and accept your differences.

Perseverance is patience. Be patient with each other for patience is a

process of love and love is the basis for all life.

From the book "The Prophet" by Kahlil Gibran, he says concerning marriage :

'You were born together and together you shall be for evermore. You shall

be together when the white wings of death scatter your days, but let there

be space in your togetherness and let the winds of the heavens dance

between you.

Love one another but make not a bond of Love - let it rather be moving sea

between the shores of your souls.

Fill each other's cup but drink not from the one cup.

Give one another of your bread but eat not from the same loaf.

Sing and dance together and be  joyous but let each one of you be alone,

even as the strings of a lute are alone though they quiver with the same

music.

Give your hearts but not into each other's keeping, for only the hand of

Life can contain your hearts.

And stand together yet not too near together, for the pillars of the temple

stand apart, and the oak tree and the cypress grow not in each other's

shadow.'

Vows

...............

I will love you

I will receive and embrace your love

I will be there for you in times of happiness, sadness, grief or joy.

I will be honest

I will support and nurture you

I will love you with all my heart,  ............  always and forever.

This ring shall show to the world my love for you.

...................

I will love you

I will receive and embrace your love

I will be there for you in times of happiness, sadness, grief or joy.

I will be honest

I will support and nurture you

I will love you with all my heart, ........  always and forever.

This ring shall show to the world my love for you.

(5)

Wedding Ceremony for 

Good afternoon and welcome everyone. We have joined here today to witness

the marriage of .................. and ......................

.................. and ............... know each other well, and have,

during their past relationship, crystallised their objectives for life, and

feel optimistic that their shared  views on life and love will sustain them

in a happy union.

.................. and ................. , today, on this very special day

of your wedding, you are fortunate to be surrounded by the loving support

of your family and friends. Standing by you are numerous examples of loving

and committed relationships that have exampled for you what an

understanding and stable marriage can be.

In choosing to commit yourselves to each other, you are choosing to become

life members of a stable, yet exciting and fulfilling partnership. As

mature people you bring to this union your own vitalising uniqueness.

Marriage is a union of two distinct individuals who, in committing to each

other, do so in order to strive and grow for their mutual benefit.

Happy vital marriages are not stagnant unions. In a happy marriage the

relationship expands as each partner helps the other to grow so that they

face the future in a continually maturing way.

Committed partners realise that they must grow and develop as individuals

so that they can meaningfully share themselves with each other. As

individuals, you are  separate by your very nature, yet in many ways you,

and all of us here today, are alike. We are alike in our natural longing to

be needed and wanted. We all hunger for appreciation and recognition.

Never forget that through your lives= journeying there will surely be much

that may divide you, yet you will be at your best when you strive to exist

in harmony, in co-operation and in mutual trust.

By creating a climate of warm praise and appreciation, your marriage will

blossom and flourish. Whatever the differences that make you uniquely

yourselves, be generous in your self-giving.

Two people in love create a world of their own. They live, they laugh, they

talk, they plan, they wish, they dream - done together all those things can

be so much more rewarding than when done alone. A man and woman honestly

attuned to each other are concerned about each others welfare and

happiness, but realise too that it requires a person who is happy with

themselves to help another in their own happiness.

Vows

Do you ................ and ............. accept each other to be your

partner, to love and to cherish, to respect and to comfort, in sorrow and

in joy, in hardship and at ease so long as you both shall live.

-- we do --

.............. please repeat this vow after me :

I, .............. take you ............... as my husband. I will love you,

value you, share with you, rejoice with you, sorrow with you. I commit my

life to you with its triumphs and achievements, setbacks and hardships. A

commitment made in love, kept in faith, lived in hope and eternally made

new. 

.............. please repeat this vow after me :

I, .............. take you ............... as my wife. I will love you,

value you, share with you, rejoice with you, sorrow with you. I commit my

life to you with its triumphs and achievements, setbacks and hardships. A

commitment made in love, kept in faith, lived in hope and eternally made

new. 

You have made your vows, surrounded by those who love you and who share in

the joy of your commitment.

This bonding of spirit will enhance your individuality, creating, as it

will an atmosphere of such absolute trust that your self revelations and

disclosures will add new dimensions to your knowledge of each other and

understanding of each others needs.

(Rings)
The circle symbolises eternity, having neither beginning nor end.

Let these rings be the symbol of your unity into which your lives are

joined in an unbroken band.

Offer these rings freely and accept them freely as a symbol of your

enduring love for each other. Let them be a reminder that wherever you are,

in what ever you do, your love for each other goes with you.

................ I place this ring on your finger for this hour, for this

day for this          lifetime.

................ I accept this ring as I accept your love

................ I place this ring on your finger for this hour, for this

day for this lifetime.

................ I accept this ring as I accept your love

I now pronounce you husband and wife  - you might kiss the bride !

