Name Giving Ceremony No 1

Family & Friends

We are gathered here today to take part in this wonderful occasion to celebrate the birth of this special child and to welcome him/her into the world.

The parents 
………………and ……………..wish you all to share their joy.

Mixed with their happiness is a certain awe at the great responsibility of being parents.

This welcome to ……………….will remind them that much of their lives will be involved in caring for ……………….. and guiding his/her development, and nurturing his/her growth as a human being.

It is certain that the more love ……………… receives, the more he/she will be able to give to others. The more people to whom ………………..relates, the more balanced and rich his/her growth will be. 

So your presence at this ceremony today is appreciated, as will be your interest and involvement in the years ahead.

A child has a special relationship with their mother. Our first reading today is “A mother’s Love”

A mother’s love is something

That no one can explain.

It’s made of deep devotion

And of sacrifice and pain.

It is endless, and unselfish

And enduring come what may.

For nothing can destroy it.

Or take that love away.

It is patient and forgiving

When all others are forsaking

And it never fails or falters

Even though the hearts is breaking.

It believes beyond believing

When the world around condemns

And it glows with all the beauty

Of the rarest brightest gems.

The father too, is equally important. He is the provider and defender- often in the background and away all day.

But when he comes home, he is the shining light and mainstay of the weary mother. He brings hope and joy to all his loved ones.

This celebration is also an occasion when

……………………..And
…………………….want

To consider their proper role as parents. They feel this is expressed well in the words of the prophet Kahlil Gibran

And a woman who held a babe against her bosom said, 

“Speak to us of children and he said

Your children are not your children. 

They are the sons and daughters of life’s longing for itself

They come through you, but not from you.

And though they are with you, yet they belong not to you

You may give them your love but not your thoughts

For they have their own thoughts

You may house their bodies, but not their souls

Their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow

Which you can not visit, not even in your dreams.

You may strive to be like them, but seek not to make them like you.

For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday

You are the bows from which your children as living arrows are sent forth.

Example is the best teacher. As a family and friends, we all share responsibility to provide the atmosphere in which ………………will develop as a person.

Guardians/Godparents

An important tradition on these occasions is the responsibility accepted by mentors or guardians. They undertake a special interest in the welfare of ………………………and assume a particular responsibility should this ever become necessary.

So now I ask the Guardians/Godparents

Are you………………………………..

And you……………………………….

Willing to accept this commitment?

Guardians/Godparents reply

 We are

Then with me, touch the child.

Naming

(Everyone repeats after the celebrant)

We agree to call you so and we therefore name you

………………………………………………………………………………

We wish you a long life and happiness. May life’s rich blessings be yours. May you grow in health of body and mind to full maturity and bring joy to your family and friends.

This ceremony will not inhibit this child from making any future commitments of beliefs. It is the duty of everyone present to encourage him/her in the virtues of integrity, honesty, concern, fairness and love toward fellow human beings.

Let us all be aware that our lives are interrelated. May we all benefit from our involvement with…………………….and with each other.

Family and friends, I present to you

……………………………………………………….

