With the birth of a new baby, the parents and families may wish to have a special celebration to mark the event and this is a new and unique way of welcoming the child into the family and community.   It gives the opportunity to announce the names of the child and enable other adults to promise a supportive role to the child through to adult life.  

The specially written, dignified ceremony can be tailored to suit the individual needs of the family.  There is a wide choice of poems and readings available to enhance the ceremony, and a souvenir record of the ceremony will be signed and presented during the event.  The ceremony is also an ideal way of creating family bonding for adoptive or[image: image1.jpg]


 stepchildren, and of welcoming them into their new extended family.     
Any parent can arrange a Naming Ceremony, whether they are married or not.  This is a non-religious ceremony, so it does not matter what spiritual or religious beliefs you hold, nor what ethnic or cultural background you are from.  The ceremony may be held at a register office or an approved premise.   If you wish to have a religious ceremony you should contact your local church or religious community. 

Neither the Naming Ceremony, nor any documents issued have any legal status.   Please consult your local register office for advice if you wish to change the names of your child from those given at the original registration of the birth.  You may only change the child's name if you have parental responsibility for that child.  The birth must be registered and the full birth certificate must be produced when booking the ceremony. 

